National Drought Summary for May 6, 2025

Summary

A blocking weather pattern that is common during the spring, resulted in a couple of
slow-moving low pressure systems from the end of April through the start of May. These
low pressure systems brought heavy precipitation (more than 2 inches) and drought
improvement to the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern Great Plains. The heavy
precipitation across Oklahoma, western Texas, and eastern New Mexico was
accompanied by cooler-than-normal temperatures. Farther to the north, drought
expanded and intensified across portions of the Central to Northern Great Plains.
Another area that experienced worsening drought was the Florida Peninsula. For the
West, drought improvements were made to parts of Arizona, Utah, and western
Montana. No changes were made this week to Hawaii, while Alaska and Puerto Rico
remain drought-free.

Northeast

Recent heavy precipitation (more than 2 inches) supported a 1-category improvement to
much of the Northeast. However, moderate (D1) to severe (D2) drought was maintained
in areas that received less rainfall this past week. In addition, little to no change was
made where 28-day average streamflows remain below the 20th and 10th percentile for
the D1 and D2 areas, respectively. Along the Potomac River between Harpers Ferry,
WV and Washington, DC, 28-day average streamflows generally remain below the 10th
percentile supporting the D2 depiction. Since the Northeast drought is mostly
hydrological with low streamflows and groundwater, the impact was changed to long-
term.

Southeast

Recent precipitation (more than 1.5 inches) along with improving soil moisture and 28-
day average streamflows led to a 1-category improvement across northeastern Georgia
and parts of the Carolinas. However, across the Coastal Plain of South Carolina, a 1-
category degradation was made. Moderate short-term drought expanded across
southeastern Alabama and south Georgia due to increasing 30 to 60-day precipitation
deficits. Heavy rainfall (2 inches or more) led to a decrease in abnormal dryness (DO)
and moderate drought (D1) for the western Florida Panhandle. Through May 6, drought
intensified across the Florida Peninsula with many areas depicted in the severe (D2) to
extreme (D3) category. This widespread D2-D3 coverage is supported by the 60-day
SPI, 28-day average streamflows, and impact reports.



South

Heavy precipitation (more than 2 inches) resulted in improvements to parts of Oklahoma
and Texas. According to the Oklahoma Mesonet, 10 to 16 inches of precipitation was
observed across central to southwestern Oklahoma during the past 30 days. A 2-
category improvement was warranted to the north of Midland based on a favorable
response among soil moisture indicators. Any precipitation that occurred after 8am EDT
on Tuesday, May 9th, will be considered in the next U.S. Drought Monitor release. A
very tight gradient from excessive wetness across much of Oklahoma to extreme and
exceptional drought closer to the Upper and Middle Rio Grande Valley has become
established this spring. Minor improvements were made to the small abnormal dryness
areas depicted in parts of Mississippi and eastern Tennessee.

Midwest

A majority of the Midwest remains drought-free due to abundant precipitation during the
late winter and start of spring. However, abnormal dryness is developing across
northwestern Indiana, northern lllinois, and northwestern Missouri where DO was added
this week. Conversely, DO was discontinued for parts of Lower Michigan that received 1
to 2 inches of precipitation this past week.

High Plains

Mostly dry weather prevailed this past week (April 29 to May 5) across the Northern to
Central Great Plains. Based on multiple soil moisture indicators including CPC, NLDAS,
and NASA SPoRT along with the Vegetation Drought Response Index (VegDri),
extreme drought (D3) was expanded to include more of western North Dakota. This D3
expansion coincides with recent wildfires and dust storms. Soil moisture (below the 10th
percentile), VegDri, and 60 to 90-day SPEI supported an expansion of severe drought
(D2) across central Nebraska. D3 was added to parts of northeastern Nebraska based
on VegDRI soil moisture below the 5th percentile, and longer-term extreme drought
signal. Farther to the west, a broad 1-category improvement was made to northeastern
Wyoming and adjacent areas of western South Dakota due to recent wetness and a
positive recovery among multiple drought indicators. Improvements were also warranted
for the upper Green River basin of western Wyoming. However, a drier-than-normal
April resulted in a 1-category degradation to parts of southern Wyoming.

West



Recent widespread, heavy precipitation along with consideration of multiple drought
indicators such as SPI at various time scales, soil moisture, 28-day average
streamflows, and the NDMC drought blends led to a 1-category improvement across
eastern New Mexico. Improvements were also warranted for parts of Arizona due to
April precipitation averaging at or above normal. Minor improvements were justified for
parts of western and southeastern Montana, but abnormal dryness (D0O) and moderate
drought (D1) expanded across parts of north-central Montana that missed out on
another week of spring precipitation. No changes were made this week to California or
Nevada as those areas enter a drier time of year. For the Pacific Northwest, long-term
drought is limited to the northern Cascades region of Washington.

Caribbean

Puerto Rico remained drought-free with many areas receiving more than 10 inches of
rainfall during the past 30 days and 28-day average streamflows above the 90th
percentile.

Consistently above-normal rainfall has affected most of the United States Virgin Islands
(USVI), keeping any semblance of dryness at bay. Windswept Beach on St. John
recorded 8.39 inches of rain for March-April (185 percent of the 4.53-inch normal),
followed by near-normal totals the first few days of May (just under three-quarters of an
inch). Some parts of St. John reported locally heavy rains and some flooding this past
week. On St. Thomas, the airport near Charlotte Amalie observed a similar pattern.
March-April rainfall totaled 8.84 inches, or 215 percent of the 4.1-inch normal. Unlike
Windswept Beach, most of the 8.84 inches fell during April [72 percent of the 2-month
total]. The pattern of above-normal rainfall continued through at least May 5, with totals
for the last 5 days of the period totaling 1.56 inches (2.5 times the normal). Overall, April
1-May 5 brought 7.93 inches of rain to the airport at Christiansted, which is 277 percent
of normal. The past week also brought above-normal rainfall to most locations on St.
Croix. Across the Christiansted area, anywhere from 1.5 to 3.7 inches of rain fell this
past week. In the Frederiksted area, totals ranged from 2.1 to locally about 5.3 inches.

Pacific

The Ketchikan area of Southeast Alaska was removed from abnormal dryness (DO),
while a small DO area was added north of Anchorage. That newly added DO area of
south-central Alaska has received less precipitation recently due to a chinook effect off
of the Chugach Mountains.

Although recent trade winds brought beneficial rainfall to windward areas of Oahu and
Kauali, the precipitation was not enough to warrant any improvements at this time. 28-



day average streamflows remain quite low across much of the Big Island and Maui
which have the largest coverage of severe drought.

Across Palau, most locations reported 7.3 to 9.9 inches of rain during April, which is
near or a little above normal. Rain fell at a slightly slower pace in early May, with the
first several days dropping 1.9 inches on Koror (about 80 percent of normal). Koror has
about a 7 inch surplus for the year-to-date, and no dryness or drought is assessed
across Palau at this time.

Drought now covers all assessed locations across the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands (CNMI), with Rota downgraded from DO (abnormally dry) to D1
(moderate drought) this week despite a bit over one-half inch of rain. The worst
conditions are in and around Saipan, where extreme drought (D3) is identified again this
week. Saipan recorded below normal April rainfall ranging from 35 to locally 90 percent
of normal. Only 0.07 inch fell the first several days of May, considerably shy of normal
(0.54 inch). From late March through early May, the international airport reported 1.92
inches of rain, about 55 percent of normal. Since early December, the international
airport has recorded 10.36 inches of rain, nearly 5 inches below normal. Ground
observers report areas of cracked ground and mostly brown vegetation across most of
the RMI, especially around Saipan. Other locations (Guam and Rota) have better multi-
month precipitation amounts, but have received 60 to 70 percent of normal rain since
April 1, with a couple tenths of an inch of rain at best over the first few days of May.
Looking at the big picture, although some months have been close or slightly above
normal in spots, for the past several months, the CNMI has not recorded the
approximately 4 inches of rain needed for the water budget to keep up with
environmental and human demand.

Across the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), most locations have received
adequate rainfall to keep dryness at bay, with a few notable exceptions: Pingelap in
eastern Micronesia remains in severe drought (D2), Yap in the western part of the
Federation maintains D1 (moderate drought) status this week, and in south-central
FSM, Kapingamarangi continues to be abnormally dry.

Yap reported 85 to 95 percent of normal for both March and April, but amounts totaled
less than the approximately 8 inches necessary to keep up with demand both months.
In addition, the first few days of May brought only a few tenths of an inch of rain,
maintaining D1 conditions.

Kapingamarangi reported 60 to 65 percent of normal for both March and April, with both
months bringing less than the approximately 8 inches needed to keep up with demand,
although significant impacts havent yet been reported. The first few days of May
brought 1.57 inches of rain, which was enough to hold off deterioration this week.

Across the rest of central and western FSM, moderate to heavy rainfall since at least
March has kept dryness out of these locations. At Woleai, Chuuk, Lukunor, and
Nukuoro, Each of the past couple months brought at least the 8 inches of rain needed to



approximately keep up with demand. Some areas have received less than normal
amounts for the first few days of May, but prior rainfall is blunting any indications of
dryness.

Conditions are quite variable across the eastern FSM. Substantial to excessive rainfall
has been reported for the past several weeks at Pohnpei and Kosrae. Both reported a
bit over 10 inches for April, following March amounts of 16.23 inches and 27.88 inches,
respectively. Meanwhile, Pingelap remains in the grip of severe drought (D2). March
brought 6.05 inches there about half of normal and April was even drier with just over 2
inches of rain (only 16 percent of normal). This adds up to just over 8 inches of rain for
the two months combined, compared to a normal of over 25 inches. No precipitation has
been reported so far in May, maintaining D2 conditions this week.

Farther east, in the Republic of the Marshall Islands, drought continues to grip many
locations. Southeastern locations (Mili and Majuro) remain the only locations absent any
dryness or drought designation. Mili may be on the cusp of sliding into abnormal
dryness (D0), having reported only 6.35 inches of rain in April (61 percent of normal).
But 2.35 inches during the first few days of May led to keeping DO out this week.

Some degree of drought exists on other parts of the RMI outside the southeast.
Conditions are worst at Wotje in the east-central, where extreme drought (D3) persists.
Only 1.95 inches fell for March-April combined, when a little over 5.5 inches is normal.
No rain was reported the first few days of May, allowing conditions to slowly continue
drying out. Northern through west-central parts of the RMI remain in severe drought
(D2), including Utirik, Kwajalein, and Ailinglapalap. Utirik recorded only 2.35 inches of
rain in April, with none reported the first few days of May. January-March was extremely
dry at Kwajalein. Only 4.3 inches of rain fell for the 3 months combined, about 40
percent of the normal 10.85 inches. Rainfall picked up in April, but remained
considerably below normal (4.21 inches, 68 percent of normal). The first few days of
May brought one-quarter of an inch hardly generous, but above the 0 to 0.1 inch
reported at the other drought sites. The recent uptick over the past few weeks have
prevented further deterioration this week. In Ailinglapalap, the bone-dry start to May
followed 6.12 inches in April (83 percent of normal) and just 1.82 inches in March (29
percent of normal). Rainfall in April was not sufficient to keep up with environmental and
human demand, but was enough to preclude any further deterioration this week. Jaluit
in the southwestern RMI measured 12.11 inches for March-April (normal is 10.81 inches
higher, 21.92 inches). This was followed by a dry first few days of May. Moderate
drought (D1) is maintained there, but Jaluit will need to be closely monitored in the next
few weeks for signs of deterioration if rainfall doesnt pick up.

Looking Ahead

A cut-off low pressure system is forecast to bring widespread, heavy precipitation to the
Southeast with the Weather Prediction Center depicting more than 3 inches of



precipitation for southeastern Alabama, central to south Georgia, and the Florida
Panhandle through May 12. Following a wet week, another round of precipitation (1 to 2
inches) is expected from northern New Jersey northward to New England on May 9 and
10. Elsewhere, mostly dry weather is forecast for the Corn Belt along with much of the
Great Plains and West. The dry weather will be accompanied by unseasonably warm
temperatures across the Northern Great Plains. By May 12, precipitation is forecast to
overspread the Pacific Northwest as a low pressure system tracks inland from the
northeastern Pacific.

The Climate Prediction Centers 6-10 day outlook (valid May 13-17, 2025) favors above-
normal precipitation for the Mid-Atlantic, Florida Peninsula, Upper Mississippi Valley,
Northern to Central Great Plains, and much of the West. Elevated below-normal
precipitation probabilities are limited to the Lower Mississippi Valley, western Gulf
Coast, and Rio Grande Valley. Above-normal temperatures are likely for most of the
eastern and central U.S. with the largest probabilities (more than 80 percent) forecast
for the Great Lakes. Below-normal temperatures are favored throughout the West.
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