National Drought Summary – April 14, 2020
Synopsis: An active pattern brought snow, rain, thunderstorms and severe weather over much of
the United States. Most of the precipitation was east of the Missouri River valley and the
greatest amounts were centered over Tennessee, Arkansas, Kentucky, western Virginia and the
northern portions of Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, where more than 3 inches of rain was
widespread. Southern California also had record-breaking rains continue, while snow was
recorded in portions of the northern Plains and Midwest. Temperatures were generally warmer
than normal over the country with just the Southwest and northern Plains being below normal.
The greatest departures were in Florida where temperatures were 6-8 degrees above normal for
the week and in Montana and southern California where temperatures were more than 10 degrees
below normal.
The Northeast: Temperatures were warm over most of the region, with departures of 4-6
degrees above normal over the Mid-Atlantic to up to 2-3 degrees below normal in Maine and
New Hampshire as well as portions of southern New York. Most of the region recorded
precipitation for the week with areas of the Mid-Atlantic at more than 300 percent of normal,
while in New England, areas of New York were below normal. Overall, pockets of dryness have
been developing through the region, but timely precipitation has prevented the introduction of
abnormally dry conditions up to this point. The area remains drought free for this week.
Southeast: Temperatures were above normal throughout the region this week with departures of
4-8 degrees above normal. South Florida had the warmest temperatures, with departures of 8-10
degrees above normal. Most all of the region was above normal to well above normal for
precipitation as a significant storm system moved through the region Saturday through Monday.
Much of region recorded 130-175 percent of normal precipitation. With the weekend rains,
some areas of abnormally dry conditions were improved in Georgia and Alabama. The outlier
was most of Florida and the Gulf Coast of Alabama and the outer banks of North Carolina.
These areas were drier than normal, with some areas only seeing 50 percent of normal rain for
the week and some parts of central Florida receiving less than 5 percent of normal for the week.
Short-term dryness has plagued the Gulf coast areas and Florida; over the last 90 days, this area
is running precipitation deficits of 4-8 inches below normal. With many of the drought indices
and indicators paving the way for degradation this week, a large area of severe drought was
introduced over portions of central and northern Florida. Without rain, further degradation is
anticipated in the coming weeks.
Midwest: Most of the region had above-normal temperatures for the week with departures of 2-4
degrees above normal. Areas of Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota were cooler than normal for
the week with temperatures of 3-5 degrees below normal. The eastern extent of the region
recorded above-normal precipitation for the week with 200-400 percent of normal over Ohio and
Kentucky. Dryness was widespread over Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, western Iowa and into
Minnesota with less than 75 percent of normal precipitation for the week. Overall, the region has
been drier than normal the last few weeks, but for agricultural purposes, this has been welcomed,
especially after the last few years where the region had an abundance of spring moisture. Even
with some areas drying out, there was no need to introduce abnormally dry conditions for this
week and the region remains drought free.

High Plains: It was mostly dry over much of the region this week with just areas of northern
Wyoming, southwest South Dakota, and north-central Nebraska recording above-normal
precipitation. Temperatures were below normal in the Dakotas, northern Nebraska, and
Wyoming with departures of up to 8 degrees below normal. Areas of Colorado, Kansas and
southwest Nebraska were above normal with departures of 2-4 degrees above normal. There are
some pockets of dryness developing in portions of Nebraska and Kansas, but no changes were
made there this week, although the area of south-central Nebraska and central Kansas is trending
toward the introduction of abnormally dry conditions. Eastern Colorado and southwest Kansas
remain the driest portion of the High Plains. Severe drought was expanded over southeast
Colorado this week and moderate drought and abnormally dry conditions were pushed eastward.
This area will need to be watched for further degradation in the weeks ahead.
South: Warmer than normal temperatures were widespread throughout the region with
departures of 6-8 degrees above normal along the Gulf Coast. Precipitation was mixed over the
area with portions of southeast Oklahoma, central to southern Texas, Arkansas and northern
Louisiana and Mississippi all recording well above normal precipitation with readings of 150400 percent of normal. Conditions remained dry over the Gulf Coast as well as west Texas. In
west Texas, moderate drought was introduced and abnormally dry conditions were expanded this
week. In central and south Texas, there was a mix of degradations and improvements as some
areas were still realizing the impact of previous rains that allowed for some areas of extreme and
severe drought to improve. A new area of severe drought was introduced in far southeast
Louisiana and some improvements were made to the abnormally dry conditions in Mississippi.
There is a very tight gradient setting up going inland from the Gulf Coast as these coastal areas
continue to miss out on any precipitation and have had above-normal temperatures too.
West: Most of the region was dry this week outside of a few areas in Montana and western
Wyoming while in the Southwest, record-setting rains continued in southern California and into
Arizona. Over the last 6 weeks, areas in and around Kern County, California have gone from
significant precipitation deficits to well above normal readings accompanied by flooding in the
region. Most of southern California recorded 800 percent of normal precipitation just in the last
week and 200-400 percent of normal over the last 30 days. Temperatures were cooler than
normal over the southwest areas of the west and Montana while most of the rest of the region
was 2-4 degrees above normal and northern California was 6-8 degrees above normal. The
current water year has been dry over much of the region and this has allowed further
degradations to be shown in portions of northern California up to Washington. In western
Oregon, the current conditions are similar to 2000-2001 and 2004-2005 with the exception of the
near-normal snowpack. Some counties in southwest Oregon are reporting the earliest start to the
irrigation season since 2000-2001 with several counties preparing to file drought declarations
with the state of Oregon. Severe drought was expanded over much of northwest California
northward into Oregon. Severe drought was also expanded in the interior of Washington.
Abnormally dry conditions and moderate drought were also expanded over eastern and western
portions of Oregon and Washington this week as well as western Montana and northern Idaho.
In southern California, moderate drought and abnormally dry conditions were removed from
Kern County and vicinities in response to the record-breaking precipitation. Improvements were
also made to areas of severe and moderate drought in northeast Arizona and to abnormally dry
areas of northeast and north central Arizona.

Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto Rico: There were no changes in Alaska and Puerto Rico this week.
In Hawaii, more abnormally dry conditions were added to the Big Island while on Lanai, most of
the abnormally dry conditions were improved outside of the northernmost extent of the island.
Looking Ahead: Over the next 5-7 days, it is anticipated that the eastern half of the United States
will stay quite wet, with the Southeast projected to record the most precipitation. Some relief
may come to the Gulf Coast region as well. The Northern Plains and upper Midwest look to be
dry while the central and southern Plains will see up to an inch of precipitation. Precipitation
looks to be scattered through the West with some upper elevations seeing the most precipitation.
Temperatures during this time are expected to be cooler than normal over most of the United
States with departures of 9-12 degrees below normal over the Midwest to New England.
The 6-10 day outlooks show much of the central U.S., West, Southeast, and Alaska having a
greater than normal probability of above-normal temperatures while the Midwest and Northeast
show a higher than normal probability of below-normal temperatures. The greatest probabilities
of recording above-normal precipitation are over the Four Corners into the south to the Southeast
and interior Alaska.
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